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International application No. PCT/NL00/001 63 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -5 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Claims, No.: 



1-6 



as originally filed 



Drawings, sheets: 



1/1 



as originally filed 
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S ction V 

1 . The invention relates to an apparatus for internal inspection of pipes and tubes 
comprising an ultrasonic measuring head and a cable coupled to the measuring 
head, which cable can be coupled outside the pipe or tube to be inspected to a 
device processing the measurement data. Such apparatus is generally known in 
the field of ultrasonic inspection of pipes or tubes. 

2. A problem that manifests itself in the prior art apparatus is that it becomes lodged 
after having passed a number (2 a 3) of bends, particularly so-called return bends, 
in the pipe or tube to be inspected. 

The object of the invention is to provide an apparatus that does not have this 
problem. 

3. To that end the apparatus defined in claim 1 differs from the prior art apparatus 
(art. 33(2) PCT) in that it is provided with a reel for winding the cable on and off, 
which reel in the f onward-moving direction of the he measuring head is located 
behind the measuring head at the distal end of the apparatus. 

4. The subject matter of claim 1 also satisfies the requirements of inventive step 
(Art. 33(3) PCT), since none of the documents available from the international 
search report shows or in any way hints at the possibility of providing the 
apparatus with a reel as set out in claim 1 , nor is there any mention of the problem 
underlying the present invention. The skilled person, therefore, finds no indication 
in these documents which would lead him to the subject matter defined in claim 1 
of the present application without any inventive effort. 

4. The industrial applicability (Art. 33(4) PCT) of the claimed subject matter is 
beyond doubt. 

5. Novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability of the dependent claims 2-6 
follow from the dependency of these claims on the independent claim 1 . 
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Section VIII 
Clarity objection under Art. 6 PCT 

The term 'behind 1 used in claim 1 to define the location of the reel lacks a proper 
reference such as e.g. the forward-moving direction of the meaasuring head (see 
page 3, lines 31-34 of the description). 
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